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A rainy stroll 
through Oak Park 
last week. 
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; They are the faces of children and 
educators who once came to school 
here every day. Building historian 
Virginia Warren said the place on 
Southeast Seventh Avenue opened 
its doors as Oak Park School in 1917. 

“Tt was Camas’ first kindergar- 
ten, and Miss Forbest was the first 
principal,” she said. When the school 
district finally outgrew the building, 
it was purchased by Tidland Corp. 
founder Robert Tidland, who moved 
some offices into the upstairs and 
tinkered with cars in the basement. 

Eventually, the building was 
bought by the city and put to use as 
its first community center. It houses 
the city’s parks and recreation office, 
and it’s been the site of a thousand 
community meetings, parties, pot- 
lucks, classes and gatherings of all 
kinds. Last week, a visitor finished 
examining the dozens of class 
portraits and then watched a fencing 
class for teenagers. The kids were 
jabbing at each other in a disciplined, 
measured way using wooden dowels 
under the watchful eye of their in- 
structor and a bunch of moms. 

Around the corner and down the 
block, other kids were less disci- 
plined and measured as they tore 
around Oak Park. The little 1.8-acre 
green rectangle sits at the end ofa 
row of light-industrial businesses and 
the city operations center. 

Homes in the neighborhood are 
modest, and some are better kept 
than others. There are many rentals. 

Delores Smith, retrieving mail 
from her box on Tampa Street, said 
she’s lived here since 1969. She owns 
two lots, side by side, and is resisting 
pressure to sell the vacant one. 

“When we moved in here, there 
was a lot of open space,” she said, 
“We raised four children here, and 
they all loved it.” 
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— Scott Hewitt 


